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Of these, 61,00/592 have been considered to be definitely
untouchables and 6,38,518 to be probably untouchables. Thus
the total number of untouchables is 67,39,110 (73*8 per cent of
Scheduled Castes).

The names marked with an asterisk do not occur in Hutton's
list.

Scheduled Castes form 42-3 per cent of Hindus and 18'2
per cent of the total population.

The 1941 Census Report for Bengal gives the total strength
of Scheduled Castes as 73,78,970. But this is an under-estimate.
A considerable number of these castes appear under the Cen-
sus head 'Tribes' and have been excluded from the Scheduled
Caste total. According to the Census Superintendent the total
for "Tribes' includes 12,07,523 Scheduled Caste Hindus and
1,84,320 other Hindus. Rectifying this defect we get 85,86,493
as the total strength of Scheduled Castes. But it is probable
that the Census head 'Tribes' includes a larger number of Sche-
duled Castes than 12,07,523. Besides, some members of the
Scheduled Castes might have failed to return their caste and
as such might have been shown as * Other Hindus'.